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SUBJECT: ITU COUNCIL CHAIRMAN REQUEST TO EXCEED BUDGET CEILINGS 
REF: (A) STATE 182022; (B) STATE 184061 

1. IN ABSENCE OF DEPUTY MINISTER AIRINEI, EMBOFF DELIVERED 
COPY OF O'NEILL LETTER TO DIRECTOR BALASOIU OF MINISTRY 
OF TRANSPORTATION AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS ON AUGUST 13. 
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BALASOIU INDICATED THAT, WITH SENIOR MINISTRY OFFICIALS 
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ON LEAVE OR OTHERWISE ENGAGED, GOR HAS NOT YET DETERMINED 
ITS POSITION ON GHAZAL LETTER. HOPEFULLY SIGNALLING ULTIMATE 
GOR DECISIHD, BALASOIU OBSSSVED THAT AS GENERAL PRINCIPLE 
GOR FAVORED INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS' OPERATING 
WITHIN THEIR BUDGETS AND CLAIMED THAT GOR POSITION ON 
ITU BUDGETARY QUESSTIONS HAD PARALLELED THAT OF USG'S 
DURING LAST COUNCIL SESSION. 

2. EMBOFF ASKED TO BE INFORMED OF GOR DECISION ON THIS 
ISSUE. FROM BALASOIU’S LACK OF URGENCY, WE WOULD JUDGE 
THAT ROMANIAN RESPONSE MIGHT BE MADE RATHER CLOSE TO 
SUGGESTED OCTOBER 31 DATE. 

BARNES 
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